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Minutes of the Braunton Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday 11 April 2023 at 7pm in the Parish Hall, Chaloners Road, Braunton.
	

	


	Present
Not in attendance


	Cllrs: E Spear in the Chair, D Spear, R Shapland, M Shapland, V Cann, J Chesters, G Bell, P Lord, A Bryant and E Wood.
Officers:  T Lovell, Parish Clerk & RFO
Devon County Councillor Pru Maskell

Cllrs: B Bunyard and A Bradford.


	223/2022/23
	Apologies


	Received from Cllr D Relph. 

	224/2022/23
	Items not on the agenda, which in the opinion of the Chairman should be brought to the attention of the Council


	The Chair announced that the Mens Shed had been granted their planning permission, this was great news and she wished them well with their project.
The Council wished Cllr Lord’s wife a safe return as she was currently in Ukraine visiting family.



	225/2022/23
	Declarations of Interest


	Cllr V Cann declared a Prejudicial interest in Min Ref. 242/2022/23-(b), as she is the organiser of the Braunton Scarecrow Competition.
Cllr J Chesters declared a Prejudicial interest in Min Ref. 242/2022/23-(c), as she is the Chair of Trustees at the Vivian Moon Community Centre. 



	226/2022/23
	Public Participation 


	There were none.


	227/2022/23
	Requests for Dispensation


	There were none.


	228/2022/23
	Minutes


	RESOLVED:  That the
a.  Minutes of the Council meeting held on the 14 March 2023 be approved and signed as a correct record.
(NC)
b.  Minutes of the Finance and Administration Committee meeting held on 6 April 2023 be ratified and adopted by the Council.

(9.0.1abs)


	229/2022/23
	Action Sheet
	Members noted the updated action sheet, circulated prior to the meeting, by the Clerk.

Cllr A Bryant explained that he had been working with John Grimshaw from Sustrans regarding completing the Knowle to Willingcott cycle route.  Cllr A Bryant and John Grimshaw had met with Liz Holloway a Devon County Council (DCC) Officer to discuss a possible partnership between Greenways & Cycleroutes and the County Council to complete the extension of this section of the Tarka Trail.   DCC have already started building part of the extension from the Holiday Village to Buttercombe Lane costing £220k.  Highways declined Greenways and Cycleroutes offer to complete the Tarka Trail as it must be built to a higher specification as it is multi-use pathway.  
Cllr D Spear had attended the Northern Devon Active Travel meeting held last week.  There was an update regarding the extension of the Tarka Trail between Knowle and Willingcott. The works to the section currently being done by the County Council between the Holiday Village and Buttercombe Lane are on hold over the Easter Holiday.  This section has been funded by Section 106 money.  Liz Holloway is no longer the lead officer on this project it has been passed to Matt Collins Devon County Council Transport Planner.  Cllr D Spear showed members a photograph of the completed section. 

The County Cllr Pru Maskell explained that it would not be cost effective for a new engineer to submit plans at this late stage.  The works have been approved and the County Council are in the process of securing funding to complete the rest of the Tarka Trail extension.  

RESOLVED: That the Action Sheet be noted.

(NC)



	230/2022/23
	Police Report
	RESOLVED: That the Council noted the April police newsletter.


	231/2022/23
	Devon County Councillor Report
	The County Cllr Pru Maskell updated members, as follows:
Drainage works A361 – The traffic lights have gone back up and the work on the drainage has now recommenced after a break for the Easter bank holiday. The County Cllr confirmed that the works would extend to Lime Kiln Lane. 
There has been lots of criticism of the work on social media. The County Cllr has requested the Highway Engineer to provide an explanation of the work being done to reassure the community. The works in question are to improve the performance of the drainage along the A361, however this does not mean it will never become blocked by general road debris and detritus, detritus in the channel would be carried along by the current rainfall on top of the gully cover, which can then reduce the efficiency of the drain and some ponding will occur.

With the presence of the hedge/vegetation this can increase the level of detritus on the highway and cause this issue to occur far too regularly, the drain at this location used to be tucked under the hedge and 100mm below the road surface, so this was a regular occurrence with half of the carriageway under water.
The drains were all in similar poor locations and these works will help reduce the occurrences of water ponding or discharging from the highway drainage, enable clearing of obstructions easier and undertaking drainage cleaning as part of the routine cleaning programme, unfortunately it will not prevent the previous historic issue totally. 
Loading Bay on Exeter Road – The businesses along Exeter Road approached the County Cllr last year about getting a loading bay for their delivery lorries as it is often difficult for them to stop anywhere. The taxi rank is hardly, if ever used and the County Cllr has asked DCC if it could move the disabled bay slightly, get rid of the taxi rank and create a loading bay. They are happy with the proposal but need permission from NDC over the taxi rank. Cllr E Spear has kindly looked into this and hopefully we should get somewhere soon.
Potholes – There is a large pothole going into the bus stop by SQ which was reported but did not meet the criteria for repair. The County Cllr has asked the Braunton Neighbourhood Highway Officer to look at it again as it’s a potential hazard for cyclists and they are going to try and push it through. The large one on the Croyde Road on the Braunton bound side has been repaired but the County have received a complaint about the repair work.  The pothole on the hill past Saunton Sands is to be completed.
Refuge Islands – The County Cllr has once again chased up the three refuge islands in the village that are awaiting repair. They are on the list to be done and the last email said that there were staffing shortages within the streetlight team who need to do the repairs.


	232/2022/23
	North Devon Councillor Report
	Cllr E Spear updated members regarding planning permission for the North Devon Homes application at Pill Gardens.  Following lengthy negotiations, it is expected that approval will be granted in the next few weeks, the application includes affordable housing.

	
	
	

	233/2022/23
	North Devon Council Planning Decisions

	76662

Description: Variation of condition 2 (approved plans) attached to planning permission 71966 (extension to dwelling and conversion of loft space with dormer windows to create additional bedroom space) to allow the addition of a dormer window to the front elevation

Site Address: 6 St Brannocks Well Close Braunton Devon EX33 1BE

Applicant: Robert Hopgood

Decision: APPROVED

Decision Date: 29/03/2023

76276

Description: Installation of ground mounted solar photovoltaic array

Site Address: Long Overdune Lane To Saunton Sands Saunton Devon EX33 1LG

Applicant: Mr John Woodward

Decision: APPROVED

Decision Date: 31/03/2023

76650

Description: Demolition of existing rear extension and replaced with larger extension

Site Address: 7 Goodgates Grove Braunton Devon EX33 1DQ

Applicant: Galleon Corporation Limited

Decision: APPROVED

Decision Date: 29/03/2023

76551

Description: Extension to increase size of kitchen and associated works

Site Address: 3 Bias Lane Braunton Devon EX33 2EB

Applicant: Mr Paul Griffin

Decision: APPROVED

Decision Date: 29/03/2023

76386

Description: Hillside Gardens Knowle Braunton Devon EX33 2NG

Site Address: Retrospective permission for the retention of detached cabin for ancillary use to existing dwellinghouse

Applicant: Mr & Mrs Dalton

Decision: APPROVED

Decision Date: 29/03/2023

76175

Description: Outline application for 2 dwellings (all matters reserved)

Site Address: Land behind Oak House Lower Park Road Braunton Devon EX33 2LH

Applicant: Mr Lloyd Tooze

Decision: APPROVED

Decision Date: 28/03/2023

75944

Description: Demolition of existing agricultural building and replacement with 2no dwellings with garages, parking, access, associated infrastructure and landscaping (fall-back position) (Amended Description)

Site Address: Branch Farm Lane Past Branch Farm Pippacott Devon EX31 4EJ

Applicant: Mr Michael Brend

Decision: APPROVED

Decision Date: 31/03/2023

76674

Description: Application for non-material amendment to planning permission 72778- Variation of condition 2 (approved plans) attached to planning permission 57649 to allow amended design) in respect of revisions to site layout

Site Address: Land Adjacent 86 Velator Bridge Braunton EX33 2BG

Applicant: Velator Way Ltd

Decision: APPROVED

Decision Date: 30/03/2023


	234/2022/23
	Finance
	(a) RESOLVED: That the cheques on the attached schedule from 15 March to 11 April 2023 were approved and drawn in the total sum of £11,715.11, attached.

(b) RESOLVED: That the PAYE, NI and pension contributions for April 2023 be approved, attached.
(NC)



	235/2022/23

	To ratify decision taken under delegated powers 14 March – 11 April 2023

	RESOLVED: That the decisions taken under delegated powers from the 15 March to 11 April 2023 be ratified and adopted, attached as Appendix A.
(NC)



	236/2022/23
	HRH King Charles III Coronation Celebrations
	The Clerk updated members regarding arrangements for the celebrations for the coronation of Kings Charles III.  The Council had been unable to find a supplier who supplies fabric bunting. 
The Council has received some entries for the Scarecrow Competition it is hoped that more will be received before the deadline.

Cllr M Shapland informed members that there would be a Church Service at St. Brannock’s Church held on Sunday 8 May to celebrate the coronation of King Charles III.  She would forward details to the Clerk to circulate to members.

Cllr J Chesters offered to approach Braunton TV to request if they would lend the Parish Council a television screen to show the photographs of King Charles when he visited Braunton in 2013.  The Clerk to contact Slees Home Hardware to request if they would allow the Council to use their large window to show the photographs. 

RESOLVED: That the

a. Council to purchase synthetic bunting. 
b. Council to display the photographs of King Charles when he visited Braunton subject to the support of local businesses.

(NC)

	237/2022/23
	Replacement Litter bins on the Village Green

	RESOLVED: That the Council approves the quote provided by Broxap to purchase a replacement double litter bin for the Village Green.
(NC)

	238/2022/23
	Recreational Ground
	RESOLVED: That the Council grants permission for The Natural Approach Limited to hire the Recreational Ground on Saturday 13 April 2024 to hold the North Devon Health Fest to raise funds and awareness to support those suffering from mental health conditions in North Devon. 
(NC)



	239/2022/23
	Braunton Recreational Ground
	RESOLVED: That the Council grants permission for Buggy Buddies, Braunton to hold postnatal exercise sessions on the Recreational Ground on either a Monday or Wednesday morning.
(NC)


	240/2022/23
	Exclusion of Press and Public – Part ll
	RESOLVED that, in view of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, the following matters be taken in the absence of press and public (Public (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960) as the items contain exempt information as defined by the Local Government Act 1972   Sch. 12a Pt(3).


	241/2022/23
	Job Evaluation and New Pay & Grading Structure
	The Council considered a report by the Clerk, circulated prior to the meeting. 

RESOLVED: That
a. The Council to adopt the new pay and grading structure as recommended by South West Councils.

b.  The Council to implement the following: 

i.   For staff whose existing salary is within the proposed new grade it is recommended that they move across on to this point within the new grade, to minimise the need for pay protection.

ii.   For staff whose current salary is lower than their proposed new grade it is recommended they are moved to the bottom point of the new grade, to maximise the opportunity for progression.

iii.   For the member of staff whose proposed new grade is at a lower level than their current salary, the Council to offer a period of up to 2 years pay protection.  


iv.   The new pay and grading structure to be backdated to 1 April 2023.

c. Staff numbers 17, 19, 20, 22 and 23 contacts of employment be updated to reflect the Green Book. 

d. The Council to notify all members of staff in writing of the new pay and grading structure to try and reach agreement.  Staff to be given the right of appeal against the Job Evaluation results.  South West Councils to advise on the process. 

e. The Job Evaluation to be kept up to date by regular review to ensure that changes in jobs and new jobs are properly assessed.  It is proposed that continuing advice be provided by South West Councils.



	242/2022/23
	Grants for the Kings Coronation Celebrations
	Cllr V Cann and Cllr J Chesters declared an interest and left the meeting.
a. Vivian Moon Community Centre (VMCC)
RESOLVED: That a grant of £200 be awarded towards their coronation luncheon being held at the VMCC on the 8 May 2023.

b. Braunton Scarecrow Competition

RESOLVED: That a grant of £200 be awarded to fund prizes for the Braunton Scarecrow Competition being held during the Coronation weekend.

Cllr V Cann and Cllr J Chesters rejoined the meeting.

c. Knowle Community Group (KCG)
RESOLVED: That a grant of £300 be awarded towards the KCG street party being held on the 7 May 2023.

d. Community Environmental Educational Therapy CIC

RESOLVED: That a grant of £380 be awarded towards their family allotment party for the Kings Coronation being held on the 8 May 2023.

(NC)


The meeting closed at 8pm.
Signed by the Chair: ...................................................

(Cllr M Shapland)
                        Date: …………………………………….
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